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IffiMORANDDM FOR THE PRESIEEHT 

Subject* Estlaate of the Statue of the Ruaslan Atomic Energy Project 


In the intenral since tbe 15 December 1947 report on the Status 
of the Soviet Atonio Energy Program was Issued, no Information has 
been received that necessitates dianges In the argument of tiat report. 
It has remained neeessary to rely on knowledge of the United States, 
Brltl^, and Canadian experience in ordei* to project present information 
into the fataare* Inforaatlon .racelTad since Deesaber adds “fco 

our knowledge of the scope land details of the DSSR's project, but it 
eontlnaes to be Impossible to deteialne Its exact status or to detexalne 
the date scheduled by the Sovljets for the completion of their first 
atoaie bomb. It has been learnt, however, that In the susaaer of 1947 
the hipest Soviet authority was seriously disturbed by the lack of 
progress. 


On the basis of the evidence now in our possessioii, it is 

earliest date by tdiich it is rMotely possible that 
the may have completed its first atomic bomb la ml<i^l950, but the 
most probable date is believed to be ald-1953. Furtoer discussions 
Witt geological consultants, further literature studies, and sudi 
Information as has been received frem the field lead to the conclusion 
that previous estimates of the total reserves of uranium available to 
’ were low. As a result, the estimated production of bombs has 

f! incTcasade It is nov bellavsd that the msodLmsm nuaber of bc^bs 
o' ^ ^® Soviet stockpile in 1955 will be not noie tbsn 20 if the first 
: VibOBfl) is ccfflpleted in 1953, or not more ttan 50 if it is e«»ipleted in 




The above report was delivered to the Joint Congressicmal Atesaie 
Energy CoMilttee of whi<* Senator Hiekenlo^per Is the Clmdraaa and 
tt ad^ticn has also been disseminated to the Armed Services and tte 
Department of State. This report, although prepared by tte Central 
Intelligence Agea^, was examined and coneurr^ in by the inteUio 
iM a^ncies of the State, Army, Navy and Air Force Departments as 
M H~n'iii- nnrr£j fnimAwtiTuu. 
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